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English at Hazel Leys Academy 

Our English Curriculum promotes a high standard of language, both in the spoken and written form. It is based on the National  Curriculum and 
incorporates a diverse range of high-quality, engaging literature. 

All children from Reception to Year 6 have English lessons at least once a day, which include whole-class study and analysis of a reading book 
or text as well as writing opportunities. In addition, reading for pleasure is incorporated into the weekly timetable, developing reading skills 
and widening the opportunities for our children to hear a rich and varied diet of literature.  

The children learn to become enthusiastic and critical readers of stories, poetry and drama as well as non-fiction and media texts. 

Discrete phonics teaching in EYFS and Key Stage 1 and beyond where needed, provides children with an excellent introduction to early reading 
skills. This is taught using the 'Little Wandle' certified Phonics programme. 

Throughout our English curriculum, children will:  

• Read easily, fluently and with good understanding  
• Acquire a wide vocabulary   
• Develop an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language  
• Write clearly, accurately, and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes and aud iences  
• Develop fluent, legible handwriting.  
• Have knowledge of spelling patterns which they apply into their writing. 
• Develop skills in oracy through speaking and listening, making formal presentations and participating in debate.  

This overview booklet will cover all areas of English curriculum here at Hazel Leys and include: 

• Early Reading - Phonics 

• Reading 

• Writing 

• Handwriting 

• Spelling 

• Vocabulary 

• Oracy 
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OVERVIEW – READING  
Home Reading 
At Hazel Leys Academy, we give all children the opportunity to enter the magical world of books as we promote reading for pleasure as part of 
our reading curriculum. Children are encouraged to develop their own love of genres and authors and to review the books they have read. This 
enhances a love of literature across a range of genres and styles. This will, in turn, support children to produce written work, in all areas of the 
curriculum.  At Hazel Leys, we expect our children to read at home at least 3 times a week. Children who read 5 times a week will receive 5 
house points for their team. Reading at home is a vital part of education as it builds a wealth of vocabulary as well as supporting retrieval and 
inference questioning. 
 
Reading Rucksack 
The ‘Reading Rucksack’ allows a child to take home a reading book, a sachet of hot chocolate and a packet of biscuits on a Friday. The bedtime 
story can be shared with siblings, parents, grandparents, aunties, uncles, etc. The children are expected to fill out a book review inside the 
notebook and discuss the book they read when they return it on Monday morning. Children are expected to discuss feelings, actions, synonyms 
and antonyms and make predictions. 
 
Big Cat Collins Books 
Collins Big Cat is a whole-school reading programme that provides complete support for primary reading. Children will become fluent readers 
through hundreds of high-quality fiction and non-fiction banded books by award-winning authors and illustrators. In-depth teaching resources 
support you in developing and assessing key reading skills at all stages from early reading through to phonics, to guided, whole-class and 
independent reading for more confident readers 

INTENT 

Reading is at the heart of our curriculum. It is a central part of every pupil’s life at our school. We want to instil a love of reading for our 
children from the very beginning of school life and we do this by ensuring that we deliver a high-quality Reading curriculum through a 
wealth of literature. Children build the knowledge and skills to become confident readers throughout their time with us and this is evident 
by their continuous engagement, desire to read for pleasure and their understanding of a range of texts, authors, and illustrators.   

For our children, learning to read and becoming a reader is a priority for us. We have developed our Reading curriculum to ensure all 
children have opportunities to and develop understanding in: 

• Using their Phonics to lift the words off the page   
• Developing communication and language skills particularly by learning new vocabulary and key/familiar phrases    
• Applying their Phonics to read words, captions, phrases, sentences and longer texts  
• Daily Phonics, Reading and English lessons in EYFS and KS1  
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• Daily Reading and English lessons in KS2  
• Reading as part of the wider curriculum   
• Sharing books, authors and illustrators during daily read aloud sessions  
• Opportunities to independently read and be immersed in a book  
• Engaging in book talk: likes, dislikes, puzzles and connections   

IMPLEMENTATION 

Staff plan engaging reading lessons following the EYFS, KS1 and KS2 National Curriculum and high-quality texts are selected to help form the 
unit of work. 

All children are read to by an adult so that they develop a love for reading. Books are selected by the English lead to ensure pupils 
experience a variety of genres, authors, experiences and that there are opportunities for windows and mirrors to our pupils’ own lives. In 
addition to this, pupils access non-fiction texts, poetry, fables, play scripts in their wider curriculum lessons. Carefully selected high quality 
texts support the language, vocabulary and understanding in subjects studied in class, as well as allowing the children to access quality texts 
to support writing outcomes.  

We use the Big Cat Collins Reading Scheme to support the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised scheme for phonics. Collins Big Cat is a 
whole-school reading programme that provides complete support for primary reading. Children will become fluent readers through 
hundreds of high-quality fiction and non-fiction banded books by award-winning authors and illustrators. In-depth teaching resources 
support staff in developing and assessing key reading skills at all  stages from early reading through to phonics, to guided, whole-class and 
independent reading for more confident readers. In Year 5 and 6, fluent readers move to selecting their own non-banded books, from their 
class library or home, this move allows pupils further ownership and independence supporting the deepening of volitional reading.  

All children are expected to read at home at least three times a week and take home reading books. 

In addition to phonics, children in Key Stage 1 have a Picture book study lesson four times a week. These lessons focus around a high quality 
text which is read aloud to pupils, over the sequence of lessons pupils develop an understanding of vocabulary used in the book as well as 
gaining an insight into the readers mind and discussing the text to which aids the development of understanding. Whole Class Reading is 
taught daily in years 3-6, lessons focus on a novel or wider curriculum text. During reading lessons across the school, pupils have the 
opportunity for a variety of reading instruction, echo reading, choral reading, shared reading , fast-extended reading. Pupils have their eyes 
on text and the focus is on learning new vocabulary and rich discussions surrounding the text.  

Around the school, you will find reading areas for the children to access, as well as outside reading areas. Subject specific books will be 
found in the reading areas to support vocabulary and knowledge based learning.  
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A timetable is in place for all classes to visit the school library one a week. Whilst in the library, they are able to read for pleasure, ask and 
answer questions and listen to an adult read.  

The Academy Reading Ambassadors promote a reading culture throughout the school; they help in the library, choose and sort bo oks, share 
ideas and share their favourite stories.  

Every Friday, a child from each class takes home the ‘Reading Rucksack’, which includes a bedtime story, a sachet of hot chocolate, a packet 
of biscuits and a notebook that includes a book review. This helps to promote reading for pleasure and a love for r eading. Reading lead and 
SLT vigorously monitor reading through planning and book scrutiny, learning walks, pupil discussions and academy moderations. 
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The impact of the implementation will show children make good progress in Reading, allowing children to access age-related texts and 
develop their English knowledge and skills in all curriculum areas. 

Children will progress, recall learning and develop transferrable skills. Attainment in reading is measured using the statutory assessments at 
the end of EYFS, KS1 and KS2, as well as this termly assessments take place as a way of monitoring children’s progress and development and 
identifying children who need to be further supported to keep up. 

 

OVERVIEW – WRITING 
INTENT 

 

At Hazel Leys Academy, we believe that writing is a key, important life skill, and we are dedicated to ensuring that our pupils are writers 
from an early age. It is our intent that we provide pupils with a high-quality education and have a holistic approach to the teaching of 
writing. 

Our writing curriculum has been developed to inspire children to want to write for a range of purposes and have opportunities to engage 
with fiction and non-fiction conventions. 

We teach the children specific skills to be able to effectively express their ideas and thoughts when writing for a wide sele ction of outcomes. 

Our English writing units vary in stimuli. Our units are based around: picture books, chapter books, visual literacy (animati ons), folk tales, 
traditional tales, poetry and real-life events. We encourage the children to focus on each writing outcome’s purpose, audience, language 
and structure and to think like a reader when writing. The children have time to self-edit their own work, but also time to work with their 
partner to peer-edit their work.   

We ensure pupils have the skills to craft sentences by teaching grammar linked to the writing outcomes. Grammar is always taught in the 
context of a writing unit. Teachers also use the grammar overviews, created by the English Lead, for their year group to ensure National 
Curriculum coverage and to ensure pupils knowledge is built upon. We use writing toolkits to support pupils' retrieval and as tools to ensure 
learning is built upon in each year.  
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IMPLEMENTATION 

All staff plan engaging writing lessons following the EYFS, KS1 and KS2 National Curriculum. Fictional units of writing are driven by a novel 
that has been studied in class and non-fiction units are driven from learning in foundation subjects the previous half-term. Pupils also have 
the opportunity, in Key Stage 2, to write essays based on a unit of study in History, Geography or Science.  We teach English as whole class, 
so that all our children have access to the age-related skills and knowledge contained in the National Curriculum. 

Within lessons, teachers and teaching assistants target children who require extra support to achieve the learning intention.  We ensure that 
children are challenged in their English lessons as they are given the opportunities to extend their writing through showing a deeper 
understanding of the impact that their writing has on the reader and by using a higher level of vocabulary and grammatical fe atures.   

Vocabulary  

Vocabulary is taught daily in English lessons. Pupils orally rehearse new vocabulary and are given age-appropriate definitions/ pictures/ 
widgits prior to applying the new vocabulary during the lesson. Vocabulary is displayed on working walls to support pupils in using subject 
specific words.  

Grammar and Punctuation  

Pupils are taught grammar and punctuation within the context of their writing unit. Writing toolkits are used to support pupils’ retrieval of 
the skills they have acquired and where they are best placed to be used. Grammar Overviews support teachers with ensuring the skills 
outlined in the National Curriculum and taught and provide a clear map of progression from Year 1- Year 6.  

Handwriting  

At Hazel Leys we follow Happy Handwriting programme. How does Happy handwriting help learning? 

• Automaticity – Formation, orientation and placement of letters become automatic which frees up space in the working memory. 
• Achievement – Fast, legible and fluent handwriting underpins success in every curriculum area. 
• Confidence – Good handwriting creates a positive initial judgement. 
• Creativity – When handwriting is automatic, the brain can concentrate on content. 
• Reading – Writing and reading are reciprocal skills, so improvement in one, helps the other. 
• Phonics and Spelling – legible handwriting means children can read and correct spelling. 
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Spelling Punctuation and Grammar skills are taught as an integral part of English lessons.   Teachers plan to teach the required skills through 
the genres of writing that they are teaching. 

Here at Hazel Leys, we use Spelling Shed to support children on their spelling journey and they progress through a range of g ames, levels 
and challenges. The spelling lists on Spelling Shed are grouped together, helping children to learn and apply different spelling rules 
effectively. Children are able to compete against their teachers and classmates in challenges, assignments and hive games.   

Each lesson has the following elements of the key areas below embedded in its core.   

Orthography - “Orthography is how patterns of letters are used to make certain spoken sounds in a language.”   

Morphology - “Morphology describes how words are structured into subcomponents to give meaning.”   

Etymology - “Etymology describes the origins of words, which can lead to certain patterns of spelling.”   
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Children make good progress in writing.  They develop their knowledge of language and vocabulary in extended pieces of writing and 
support this with their knowledge of spelling, punctuation and grammar.  

Children become confident in writing and be able to use writing across a range of genres.   Children of all abilities are able to succeed in all 
English lessons because work is appropriately scaffolded and differentiated. Pupils understand how to edit their work to ensure that they 
can adapt their writing and improve it. Attainment in writing is measured using the statutory assessments at the end of EYFS, KS1 and KS2.  
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CURRICULUM DESIGN 
SEND – Strategies for supporting access 

• Break down learning – now/then 

• Adult support – start off then independent (where possible) 

• Images/ widgits to support 

• Specific simple instructions 

• Differentiation – scaffold 

• Pre-learning tasks  

• Re-capping within lessons for all or groups of pupils 

• Mixed ability groups 

• Definitions – revisit 
 

Enrichment 
Whole school theatre 
Theatre workshop YR5/YR6  
Class visits to the library 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUBJECT LEADERSHIP AND DEVELOPMENT 

Subject Strengths 

• Knowledge of subject gaps and how these have been addressed. 

• Staff knowledge of their curriculum – progression and sequence 

• Pupil enjoyment of English  

Areas to Develop 

• Continue to develop confidence in using and reducing scaffolds 
where appropriate 

• Continue to develop task designs for effectiveness 
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• Collaborative approach to the planning – LTP/MTP with all staff 

• Clear sequence of learning in planning and in pupil books 

• Strong links made to foundation subjects, Geography, History, 
Science, Arts – giving learning purpose and clarity 

 

• Continue to access specialist training from external providers to 
ensure the best and most current practise. 

• Continue to develop academy website 

• Develop exemplification folders 
 

Monitoring 

• T1 Focus – MTPs - Book monitoring 

• T2 Focus – Connections – CTs discussions – Books/pupil voice 

• T3 Focus – SL discussions with CTs - Book monitoring 
 

CPD 

• Sequence of learning – Development of LTPs and MTPs – 
identifying and addressing gaps 

• NPQLL – curriculum design, intent, website development 
 – curriculum design and development 

• English leadership training – English Roade Hub – CPD 

 


