Hazel Leys History Unit Planner
Topic: Ancient Greece

Year Group: Three

Overview
In this unit, children use a range of sources to find about the life and achievements of the Ancient Greeks. Through their investigations they find out about the city states of Athens and Sparta, warfare and seamanship, everyday life, beliefs,
culture, and through Greek mythology, some of the key events and individuals from this period. The focus of the second part of this unit is on the continuing legacy of Ancient Greeks and the children explore their influence on education,
language, architecture, government and the Olympic Games. Links can be made with other ancient civilisations and societies they have studied. The emphasis throughout the unit is on developing the children’s skills of historical enquiry including
how evidence is used to make historical claims, and on developing their understanding of historical concepts such continuity and change, similarity and difference, and significance.

NC POS History
Learn about Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the western world.
Understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically valid questions and create their
own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses.
Children should know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world including the nature of ancient civilisations.

Prior Learning:

Key learning points of driver subject

Learning progresses to










Be able to recall significant events and say why they were
significant e.g. The Great Fire of London’s significance on
how London looks now
Present historical information in a simple non-chronological
report, independent writing, chart, structural model, fact
file, quiz, story or biography.

Describe the achievements and influence of the ancient Greeks on the wider world
Make choices about the best ways to present historical accounts and information.

Key concepts
Significance - At Hazel Leys we use Christine Counsell’s 5 Rs when considering significant events and people.
1. How revealing is the event – does it reveal much about a time in history?
2. Did it result in change?
3. Was it remarkable or judged to be remarkable at the time?
4. Is it still remembered and why?
5. Does it still bear relevance today?
Change & continuity – Children should learn that aspects of Greek life have been adopted into modern society e.g.
democracy and the Olympic games.
Civilisation, government, and society



Create an in-depth study of the characteristics and
importance of a past or ancient civilisation or society
(people, architecture, religion, culture, art, politics,
hierarchy).
Present a thoughtful selection of relevant information
in a historical report, fictional narrative, in-depth study
or by answering a range of historical questions.

HLA Vertical history concepts
‘Power, empire and democracy’ - Who holds power, and what does this mean for individuals at different
levels of society? How is this power legitimised? How are people’s rights different in different political
contexts?
Link: Political structures in city states
‘Community, family and culture’ – What is life like for people in different societies? How are these
societies structured? How are family or community relationships different at different times and in
different places? How is their culture the same or different to those of other societies we have learned
about?
Link: Comparison of Sparta and Athens, Greek language and Olympic Games

Enquiry questions:

Possible misconceptions:

Complete the geographical aspect before first history enquiry.
Who were the Ancient Greeks?
Order events and dates from ancient Greek history on a timeline. Place and date significant events and people, such as the first Olympic Games, the first Persian war and the Battle of
Marathon, the Peloponnesian Wars, the reign and death of Alexander the Great, the discovery of displacement by Archimedes, the invasion of the Romans and the end of the city
states, Athens and Macedon. Make sure children understand the terms BC(BCE) and AD(CE). use this to get across the longevity of Ancient Greece and then focus in on the period
known as the ‘Classical Golden Age’, - 500BC to 323BC which marked the height of Ancient Greek civilisation and power.

It is actually a mistake to call all of the people who lived in
the city states – Ancient Greeks. Each of the city states were
governed differently and there were differences in societal
values and cultures. This is demonstrated by the
differences between the Spartans and Athenians.
Children are likely to have an idiosyncratic view of politics
and government.
This is the first-time children will have met a chronological
timeline that stretches into BCE. They will not yet
appreciate that 900BC is further back in time than 600BC.
Teaching the year 0 as a reflection of numbers point may
help here. As will directional arrows showing back in time
and forward in time. Children have not yet studied any
overlapping historical eras but will come onto this as part of
British history later in the year. It would be helpful if this
timeline is later reshown alongside the studies of Stone and
Iron age time line.

Were all Ancient Greek societies the same?
Introduce the idea of city states. Ask them to locate the city states of Athens and Sparta. Tell the children that
these two city states had their own laws, money, rulers, and were rivals. In small groups ask them to carry out
research into the similarities and differences between the two city states –and report back their findings under
the following headings: how they were ruled; the lives of men, women and children, warfare, slaves, culture,
religion. https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z87tn39/articles/zckr4wx?scrlybrkr=5c5ac29f
How were the Ancient Greeks governed and are there any similarities with how we are governed today?
To introduce the children to thinking about power structures, start by announcing that they are going to talk
about power.
Pose the questions: Who has the most power in your family? How are disputes settled? Do the children have any
power? What are the different roles and responsibilities, and what power goes with these? Ask children to
represent the power structures in their own families diagrammatically, use arrows to show the direction of
power.
Introduce the idea of government. In this country, who is in power and who is responsible for keeping things
working? In families, parents use the money they earn to ensure that the family is fed, housed, clothed. Schools are responsible for educating children in a safe environment.
Governments have to look after their citizens. Could introduce the idea of taxation here.
Who was allowed to vote in Ancient Greece? Share the different ways the city states were ruled and who could vote if there was voting (see subject knowledge below). Children
discuss who would have the power in each case and which way they believe to be the best. They compare this to who can vote in the UK.
What can we learn from our language about Ancient Greece?
You could start by showing the children a short clip from the BBC Bitesize website entitled What did the Greeks do for us?
Ask the children what the clip tells them about the continuing influence of Ancient Greece on life today. What in particular does it tell us about Greek writing and its importance?
Provide the children with a copy of the Greek alphabet with the names of the letters and how they are pronounced. In pairs ask them to identify which letters are the same as we use
today and which are different. Ask them to use the Greek alphabet to work out where the word ‘alphabet’ comes from. Give the children a sheet containing examples of Ancient
Greek prefixes and suffixes and tell them that we can use these to identify the origins of words. Ask them to write down as many school subjects they can think of and then to see
which ones have these prefixes or suffixes. In pairs get them to use a dictionary to find as many words with Ancient Greek origins as possible. What does this tell them about our
language?
How have the Olympic Games changed since they were first held in Ancient Greece?
Teachers could provide the children with images and film clips of the most recent Olympics. Provide some facts about the modern Olympics – numbers of countries taking part, how
often occurring etc. Ask them to choose 5 images that sum up the modern Olympics for them as a class – (you could use democracy and vote these in). Tell the children that the
Olympic Games originate from Ancient Greece. Set out the historical context and stress the religious significance of the Games. Provide sources such as those in the topic folder to
children as ‘memorable images of ancient Greek Olympics.’ Using these source children can begin to find - What is the same and different about the modern and ancient Greek
Olympics?
What do we know about the achievements of Alexander the Great?
Read the story of Alexander the Great to the class.
Provide the pupils with a copy of the story along with a map of the Ancient Greek empire and images of Alexander the Great from Ancient Greek statues, friezes, and pottery. Ask the
pupils in pairs to use these sources to identify and record the main achievements of Alexander the Great, put them in the correct chronological sequence, and then to select what
they believe to be his most important achievements and provide some reasons. Teachers could get each pair to design a plaque for a statue of Alexander the Great which includes
what they believe to be his most important achievements. The class could then vote on which they think were the most important reasons after sharing the plaques.

Subject knowledge:

Vocabulary:

The earliest Greek civilisations emerged around 4,000 years ago following the decline of the Mycenaean civilisation. The Ancient Greeks lived in mainland Greece and the Greek
islands, and also in what is now Albania, Bulgaria, Macedonia and Turkey. They established colonies around the Mediterranean coast including Italy, Sicily, North Africa and as far
west as France There was not one country called Ancient Greece. Instead, it was split into city states with each ruled in its own way. The city states did however share the same
language and religion. The most important of these were Athens, Sparta, Corinth and Olympia. Sometimes the city states went to war against one another, though when faced by the
threat of the nearby Persian Empire they would join together to protect themselves. It was only towards the end of the Ancient Greek civilisation that a ruler emerged who was
powerful enough to rule the whole region. He was Alexander the Great from Macedonia. He not only conquered Greece but went on to create an empire that reached as far as Egypt,
Afghanistan and India. Eventually, in 146 BC, Ancient Greece was conquered by the Romans and absorbed into its rapidly-expanding empire.

ancient, battle, city-state, trade, conquer, empire, culture,
custom, democracy, god/goddess, religion,
mortal/immortal, myth, archaeology/ist, historian, artefact

The ancient Greeks lived in many small towns and cities. Around each city was its territory, owned and farmed by its citizens. Each town or city was called a city-state, or polis. Every
polis ran its government in its own way.

In the city state lived four kinds of people:
• Citizens. These are men who can choose who runs the city and sit on juries.
• Citizens’ wives and children. Women have no say in running the city.
• Free non-citizens (resident foreigners). They have no say in running the city.
• Slaves. Slaves have no rights. Citizens own them.
Olympics – see Primary History Magazine Edition 58 pages 27-28 in topic folder.

Opportunities to develop reading and writing skills

Opportunities to develop mathematics skills

Linked text:

Reading numbers on timeline

Reading myths and learning about the Greek Gods and Goddesses as well as the difference between mortal and
immortal.

